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	Introduction


Welcome to the Pershing Middle School Orchestra Program!  I am excited to have you here!  By choosing to be in orchestra, you are allowing yourself an enhanced education through music while providing yourself with opportunities for self-expression, creativity, and achievement. 

As a member of the Pershing Middle School Orchestra, you will be responsible for all of the information listed in this handbook.  Please sign and return the Acknowledgement Form and complete Assignment #1 at the end of this booklet and return it to Mr. Whatley by Friday, August 26, 2011 to receive your first A+. You may want to keep this handbook in your music binder for easy reference throughout the year. 

	Grading Policy


20% - Class Participation

Class participation includes:

· Being prepared and on time to class with all required materials (Especially your Instrument!!!!)

· Demonstrating proper posture and technique during class/rehearsal.

· Being an active listener.

20% - Practice Charts 
At the beginning of each week, students will be given a practice chart that must be filled out, signed by both the parent and the student, and turned in on the following Monday or Tuesday, depending on whether or not Monday is an “A” Day or “B” Day on the school calendar. In other words, students are expected to turn in the practice charts the first time they come to orchestra class each week. Students must use the orchestra practice chart template provided by Mr. Whatley. Practice charts written on notebook or scrap paper are unacceptable and will not be counted for a grade. 

- UPDATE - This year, Mr. Whatley will also allow practice charts to be downloaded from the Orchestra website (http://pershingms.org/pershingfinearts/home-page/orchestra), filled out and submitted (from a parent or guardian’s e-mail address) to him at rwhatley@houstonisd.org with “Student’s first and last name Practice Chart” in the subject line. This is being offered as an option because of the huge amounts of paper wasted on practice charts each week, so hopefully, many of you can make the switch to this “paperless” method for the 2011-2012 school year.

20% - Tests and Quizzes

Tests and quizzes will include playing exams (performing short songs, etudes, or excerpts in front of the class) as well as music theory/rhythm quizzes. 

40% - Performance

This includes participation and attendance at all concerts, competitions, rehearsals, as well as general performance in class. (Information about required performances will be sent out at least 4 weeks ahead of time so everyone can plan ahead.)
	Conduct


All of the standard H.I.S.D. rules and penalties as outlined in the student code of conduct are in effect whenever the student is involved in an Orchestra activity. All rules that are specific to Pershing Middle School are also in effect, including dress code. It is expected that students behave in a considerate and respectful manner toward others at all times, both inside and outside of Orchestra activities. Remember that the conduct of an Orchestra student reflects not only on him/herself, but also on other Orchestra students as well as the school and community.  
RULES

1. Be respectful of yourself, others, and everyone’s right to learn.

2. No gum, food or drink in the orchestra room under any circumstances.

3. Be on time, and bring all of your materials to class.

4. Raise your hand and wait to be called on if you have a question or wish to contribute.

5. Stop playing when Mr. Whatley stops conducting, follow directions, and do your best work every day! 
CONSEQUENCES 
1. Verbal warning 

2. Call home to parent(s)/guardian(s) 

3. Orchestra detention 

4. Action taken by dean 

	Attendance


Students are expected to attend all required rehearsals and performances. Only those absences accepted by the school as excused will be approved by me. An unexcused absence from a rehearsal must be made up at the director’s convenience, while an unexcused absence from a performance will result in the student having a reduced grade.

	Description of Orchestras


- Beginner Violin, Viola, and *Harp Class
This class is open to any 6th, 7th or 8th grader with little to no music experience.  Students will learn basic music theory, music appreciation, and how to play their violin and viola in 1st position.  Students will perform two concerts - one in December and one in May. 
- Beginner Cello, Bass, and *Harp Class 

This class is open to any 6th, 7th or 8th grader with little to no music experience.  Students will learn basic music theory, music appreciation, and how to play their Cello and Bass in 1st – 3rd position.  Students will perform two concerts - one in December and one in May. 

- Intermediate Orchestra 

This class is open to any student who has taken Beginner Orchestra, has at least one year experience playing their violin/viola/cello/bass/*harp, or by audition.  Students will perform two major concerts, participate in U.I.L. Solo/Ensemble Competition, and have opportunities for other small performances throughout the school year. 

- Advanced Orchestra 

This class is by audition only.  Students must have a minimum of one year experience on their instrument.  Students will learn advanced music theory, history and technique.  They will perform in four major concerts, participate in Region Orchestra, U.I.L. Solo and Ensemble Competition, U.I.L. Concert and Sight Reading Competition, and a possible music festival in the spring.
- Chamber Orchestra 
This class is by audition only.  Students must have a minimum of two years experience on their instrument.  Students will learn advanced music theory, history and technique.  They will perform in four major concerts, participate in Region Orchestra, U.I.L. Solo and Ensemble Competition, U.I.L. Concert and Sight Reading Competition, and participate in a music festival in the spring.
*  Students interested in learning harp must have at least one year of piano lessons.  Due to the number of harps we have at school, each class will be limited to one harpist.   

	Performance Dress


Throughout the course of the school year, the Intermediate, Advanced, and Chamber Orchestras will have several formal concerts and several informal concerts. 

For the formal concerts (such as Winter Concert and the UIL Concert and Sight-Reading Competition) the dress is as follows:

Girls:


· Solid black dress or skirt (ankle length – covers legs completely), or solid black dress pants (a solid black belt must be worn with pants)

· Solid white long-sleeved blouse (tucked in)

· Black dress shoes (no open toes or sneakers) 

· Hair ornaments are not recommended but are acceptable only if solid black
· Please, no rings, bracelets, watches or wristbands during a concert.

Boys:

· Black dress pants

· Solid black belt

· Solid white long-sleeved dress shirt with a collar (tucked in)

· A solid black neck tie

· Black socks 

· Black dress shoes

· Please, no rings, bracelets, watches or wristbands during a concert.

ABSOLUTELY NO JEANS, CARGO PANTS, T-SHIRTS OR TENNIS SHOES!! ALL SHIRTS MUST BE TUCKED IN AND SOLID BLACK BELTS MUST BE WORN WITH PANTS. 

For informal concerts (such as the Spaghetti supper, Hauntcert, School performances, and small chamber performances) the dress is as follows:

Girls/Boys:

· Khaki Pants (light tan color) (No shorts or skirts)
· Pershing Orchestra T-Shirt 
· Tennis Shoes or other comfortable shoes that are dress code appropriate

Please see Mr. Whatley if you need any assistance in obtaining the appropriate attire for concerts.
	Sheet Music/Books/Accessories


The students will receive ONE copy of all concert music to be studied. They will be responsible for replacing any lost or misplaced parts or books. After the fine arts activity fees are collected (please see page 10), students in the Advanced and Chamber Orchestras will be issued a one-inch, black 3-ring binder in which to store their music, homework, and other important handouts. 
- Update - This year, there will be a bookshelf in the classroom where music binders can be stored when you drop off your instruments in the morning in order to avoid extra trips to your locker throughout the school day.
STUDENTS IN BEGINNING ORCHESTRA WILL BE WORKING OUT OF THE FOLLOWING BOOK: 
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 2000 FOR STRINGS, BOOK 1 AND BOOK 2 
BY MICHAEL ALLEN, ROBERT GILLESPIE AND PAMELA T. HAYES 
STUDENTS IN INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA WILL BE WORKING OUT OF THE FOLLOWING BOOKS: 
ALL FOR STRINGS COMPREHENSIVE STRING METHOD, BOOK 2 and 3 
BY GERALD E. ANDERSON and ROBERT S. FROST 
ALL MATERIALS / BOOKS FOR ADVANCED & CHAMBER ORCHESTRA WILL BE SUPPLIED IN CLASS. 
Any other materials used for the class will be handed out and stored in the black music binders. 
Music books will be purchased the second week of school with the student fine arts activity fees. 
SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMENTS
	Instruments


The Pershing Orchestra has a limited number of String instruments to rent. These instruments are available to the students on a first-come, first-serve basis. Students will not be allowed to rent more than one instrument. The fee for the use of a school instrument is $50.00 for the entire school year. This fee must be paid for by cash or money order before the instrument can be given to the student for use at home. This fee is to cover the repair charges that occur due to normal wear and tear of the instrument. Significant damage through neglect of the instrument is not covered in the rental fee. 

Chewing gum or eating/drinking in class can cause damage and deterioration to our instruments. A student caught doing so will be subject to losing their assigned instrument or will be asked to pay for the cleaning of the instrument by a professional repairman. The cost varies depending on the damage done. 

In addition to the rental fee, it is required that both the student and the parent/guardian complete an instrument contract form. This is a required H.I.S.D. record of instrument use. 

STUDENT OWNED INSTRUMENTS 
Because of the limited number and poor quality of the school instruments, students are encouraged to provide their own instrument if possible. Instruments are available for rent or purchase from music stores such as: 

Lisle Violin Shop 

Amati Violin Shop 


Gold Violin Shop 

2450 Bissonnet

2315 University Blvd. 

7010 Mapleridge St. 

(713) 526-4005 

(713) 666-6461 


(713) 729-2231 

ALL INSTRUMENTS 
All instrument cases need to be marked with an identification tag. The identification tag should contain the student’s name, address, and phone number, as well as the school name, address and phone number if it is a school instrument. This needs to be completed before your instrument is brought to school for a grade. If you need a tag for your instrument, please see Mr. Whatley. 

Please do not put anything inside the instrument cases, except the instrument. Storing items such as music, books and shoulder rests in the instrument case can result in the forfeiture of the school instrument and is considered neglect. Please label your shoulder rests with your first and last name.  STUDENTS MAY NEVER OPEN AN INSTRUMENT CASE OR PLAY AN INSTRUMENT THAT IS NOT ASSIGNED TO THEM.  SHOULD THEY BE FOUND DOING SO, THEY WILL BE SENT TO THEIR DEAN’S OFFICE IMMEDIATELY. 
	Things to bring to class


1. Your instrument, stored properly in its case with identification tag.

2. Your one-inch, three-ring, black binder (Advanced and Chamber).

3. Pencil (No pens!)

4. Method Books and Sheet Music

5. Agenda Book

6. AR Book or other Reading Book

7. A Positive Attitude 
	Private Lessons


I have found that students who take private lessons have a much greater mastery of the music and material covered in class.  One-on-one instruction is extremely beneficial and can help students increase their self-confidence and achieve greater goals in orchestra. If a student is interested in finding a private lessons teacher, please see Mr. Whatley for a contact list. 

	Fine Arts Activity Fees


Fine Arts Activity Fee 






$35.00 

(This fee helps us cover the cost of supplies throughout the year such as new sheet music, replacement strings, contest entry fees, basic instrument repairs, fixing broken music stands, etc.)

Instrument Rental Fee (ONLY if renting from the school)

$50.00

Orchestra T Shirt (Advanced and Chamber Only)


$20.00

(These have been ordered early this year and will be sold when they arrive a few weeks after school starts. If you paid for a shirt last year and never received it, Mr. Whatley will provide you with this year’s shirt free of charge) Please, do not send any shirt money until the shirts have arrived. (A separate letter will be sent home at that time)
Region Orchestra Entry Fee 





$15.00

The All-Region Orchestra Audition is in October, and it is recommended for students in Chamber, but is optional for everyone. This fee is only required if a student has signed up to audition. A separate letter will be sent home with interested students during the second week of school explaining the competition. 
CASH OR CASHIER’S CHECK ONLY 

(Cashier’s Checks must be made out to Pershing Middle School Orchestra) 

Method Books will be provided by the fine arts activity fee for Beginning and Intermediate Orchestra.

	Acknowledgement Form


I have read the Orchestra Handbook and understand what is expected of me in order to perform at my best in orchestra during the 2011-2012 school year. 

Printed Student Name __________________________________

Student Signature________________________ Date__________
Parent/Guardian Signature___________________ Date__________ 

	Volunteer Form


For Parent/Guardian Only 
I would like to be an orchestra volunteer/chaperone this year! 

Name(s) (Print) _________________________________________ 

Home Phone Number _____________________ 

Work Number__________________________ 

Cell Number___________________________ 

Email ________________________________ 

Parents/Guardians, 

If you are a new Pershing Parent, please log on to the HISD website to fill out the on-line VIPS (Volunteers In Public Schools) application. (The application can also be found directly at http://amun.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx.) If you are a returning Pershing Parent, you only need to renew the on-line application. If you have any questions about the procedure, or you need assistance in completing the applications, please feel free to contact me. 
Ragan Whatley

(713) 295-5240 ext. 345 

rwhatley@houstonisd.org 
	Assignment #1


For your first Homework Assignment in Orchestra, please have your parent or guardian e-mail Mr. Whatley. 

Mr. Whatley’s e-mail address is rwhatley@houstonisd.org
In the subject line of the e-mail, please type “Assignment 1”

In the body of the e-mail, please number from 1-3 and provide the following information:

1. Student name and class period

2. Parent or Guardian name(s)
3. A phone number where the parent/guardian can be reached with important updates or in emergency situations.
Feel free to include any questions or concerns, as I would be happy to help you out as best I can.

Looking forward to another great year of Pershing Orchestra!

Mr. Whatley 
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